Dear Jim, Powt aw prosagundist-what today's mewest leuk cum mean to us 11/26/76 


While I've bem expoctiay wore of thiw kind of Goebbels ope-stiow today's atory 
is mot what 1 expected. I've aot ever filed ths file I started 11/15 when we were in 
Stevens Point. 


I doa't loiow what the story really says. Lt is tov early for the paper. 


Hirst I heard a very brief account a little alter 3, when I awakened and wemt buck 
to sleep. When I awakenud avai about 5 awd did get up I heard aw item a little longer, 
by colucidence the firet item om waking. ‘he wecord ome says that the Clu's electronic 
surveillance caught LHU ofleriag the Russiea iuforwatiom iu reture for a trip to Russias 


Those Post r:purters aud editors sure are the .evsest! They ask ull the searching 
questions, reason solidly and are determine. not ke to be had again, as they were on the 
11/13 wtory. So the double-check, consult dvpeudable sources, etc. Lile Kesler told me, 
they're mot proud of the 11/13 gulliag. 


So when he went to twidco to tule « deal with the Russiam to yet to Russia Oswald 
wanted to yo by way of Cuba, perhups the ouly pluce in the western world frou which it 
was hard to get to Russia? 


What priceless isforuatiom ke had! 41! the darnest secrets he learned while vreusing 
coffee machines. Until he graduated to batewaible usenploymeat. vam't you imagine the 
secrets he learmed im daytime prowliuy of the area of Cunal amd Camp ia Neve? The 
itusakies were crazy not to accept thac offer, weren't they? 


No wonder the Post weut with the story. Or that Kesler, in his lack of pride ia his 
sheet, had Volume 26 opened to Ck 2952 when ke phoned we the other night, the Hoover letter 
that says the most diligent Bl imveutigation disclozeduot even au invdirect LAO intel— 
ligeace counection or political ome ith the Cubans of their friends. 


Kesler, by the way, is a synthetic would-be old-time revorter who will do auythiag 
for what he considers « scoop. “e does mot yive a dumm is hv cum get it printed aad he 
has told me that im the past. “e wautw to do investiyetive Teportisiy. temembor the rotten 
thimg he did with “arper on RIK and wheat he would mot use amd the retraction the Post 
would wot primt when he obviously said what arper could not have said? 


Op the face this is am umreagsonable, illoyical utory. There is wo way if it were 
legitimate that the Russians would aot Mave said thig at or skortly ufter the time of the 
crime, when the world had cooled sous. Jt would for them have euded once awd for all the 
US, particularly the Cla effort, to wuke itv look Like the Russians were behind it, what 
scared the hell out of LBJ, with CIA nelp-read Phillips. 


Wether the CIA would have kwpt its wilemce is mot as certain but 1 t imk it wlikely, 
Biven their pollticel 1. twrests of the tiue. There wav alao the greut risk im mot tolling 
both the FBI and the Comuisuioa, certainly Johisox. LEI was worried about people thinking 
he wa» behind it. 4e anal Russell kod a discussion eloay this lime. Russell told ki: sus— 
polons would aevver end. 


I do mot believe it ia likely that this secret would have beem kept. It is a fake, 
even if they come up with the intercept ia LI0's voice. Remeber, I have this covered 
severul ways with the ClA- with on all-inclusive request and with a separute ome that I 
them wrote further about wheu CLA tried to iguore it, sayieg it wau because 1 did uot wart 
to wait uxtil some tine in the remote future wher they complete wat sver they ovll a 
review of ali their records. 0 instead they motthhs luter leak it to the umcritical Post 


On which “euler tells me he slowe in mow assigaued te the JFK storye 


The first such leak convinced ws that the tiwe is now for filing for damayes fron 
mom—Couplinace. 1 know the question ia tiwe. .8 it is with their destruction that is 
up-coming 


These two leaks within a fortmigkt should be of help before Greew amd Robiagon, in 
different ways. sefore Robinscr om the question of security classification, observance 


amd geaulmenuss; before Ureum on the probabilities of what she has douse to me, which we 
can*t do that way directly but can im terna of what the ,OVermment does and its cost to 
me aad to the couatrye 


This is one of the more brazen propaganda Operations. I feae there ig mo element of 
the sress that will either say so or vven lovuk iuto ite Me was wuawilling for the Times 
to do it with the so-cvlled ocver memo. That in, he did not gee then doing it when I told 
im there is such a story wad how obvious it ds wad easy to yet the proof, 


It is faucinuting that all thin i: leaked to the vst. Whether it kes uw special 
powition of the spooks tisk the lines will be more critioal L've not etopped to think 
about. That it hapoona after my fairly strony complaint to Katy Graham, one that a decent 
publisher would be askin, some questions a out, also is interesting because I've heard 
from mone of them. 


Sidebars duriny the briadcast to 3chnectady “ouday might, to a whow with a thou, ht— 
ful moderator, ke arruuged it firut so that Howard amd I could talk during Qammed cem- 
mercials and the news un. them go Hob Sultamam could join us aad not be aired, for about 
10 mimute: during the mews. Saltzman suid that he wad Howard Simows, Post managing 
editor, went to the same college at diflrerent tine.., that he had aa article in the 
alamai wayaviae, that Simors read it au! imvited kin dows. ‘The be repeated soom. When 
he got there he was ushwd into the exscutive wulte, rear of next to “ruham'’s office, inte 
a fancy conference room. All the editors ware there to neet with him, I think he said from 
tke morning to about one. ie did rauoe some. IL recall bradlee mad Simone. They have all 
this interest and dou t talk to us? .# 1 remeuber it Sdltgwan said he wrote about Ccomputer= 
ised taforuation retrieval om the JFK assausiuntion and its possibiliti:a, what ke hus 
proposed to the mew tious committee. (1 cautioued bin about the past im the gurbage— 
piles of the mind om this.) 


I could conjecture eudlessly on mative, on what soLeone hopes to accomsliak by all 
ef this. The correlation with the sew committee can t be ignored. deither leak geums 
designed to deter continuation of the committees. +t can be argue that either, more both, 
will be powerful reason for the House coatinuia, the committee. lu tum this mews what 
one ordinarily would mot expect, that tho upooks woat the committee coatinued. I'm mot 
soiling imto this becaus: lomy ago 1 said that with the Lowalags aud Lonselezes, later 
Yauatroys in charge the apooks cam use this omce and for all to cleanse theuselves, as 
with sewer draiainygs. i'm wayiny it because it iw the fact. [f alouy the ochweiker line, 
which meaus ultimate spook excul pation. 


It huré$ no pom ayeucy aow to confess that sone usderlimg failei in his obligations. 
1 cam see CIA throwing Helnis into the moatgrinder, the FBI t ose who were in ~oover's 
disfavor. 


Iam saying that both ayeacies buve much to hide an. this leads away from what they 
want to hide. There oun, ultimately, be a followup oa this, back to square one, that 
LEO wax ir:ational. uf coursu ke ha. wo secrets wud thus could wot have made such a deale 


Cme can even see that this could be ulmed at detente umd reduced military expeadttures. 


But it certainly is ained at the present situation und it certaialy does establish 
danage to we with wy rUlA re quests of both agencies coveriag all amd for lo hong huving 
been entirvly iyzmored. 


I wrote the foregoing before daylight, before tae puper came. *t is here about 7. 
I got it and sure «nough (I've wot yet read it) there is hon Kesler's byline om page 1. 
I turmed the TV om to pick the early news up. I get CS from Peltinore pow that WTUP 
tapes it und aires ti an hour later. (uwitched frou chusnel to clausel ut the opuming 
and learned that ABC hus agee live frou Londoa later im the hoyr, so I'l) have to monitor 
it for the coming hour. The lead news item from Washuugtor oa UBS uttributes this to 
Phillips via AP, with muation of the .'ust. So Lge gues. iustaat arnalyais is still possible. 
ABC carried the item attributed to the owt only. w0'll ees if anyone asks why Phillips 
waited so lomy to speak out and how thin fits his "detense" of the Cla. 


FOLA agains you realize that the CLA is supposed to heave complied with my requests 
about u year avo, givin, we whut is supso.ed to be all the exico atuff, without any 
record indicuting «amy such thiag aad with much from hillips of an entirely different 
nature, one ducoasisteat with ade wilwace on tats, ows iu «i:ica bis awe is im every 
Case gusked. “wmember uy celereaces to the script for a Leven Mays in November? That my 
atuff. 1 think IL gave you a wet of those when J hac then duplicated. They bugin witu the 
mumber { im their origiaal mumberiag systeu, wow supercuded. However, t 1s 14 want 
they gave the kockafelisr Comission, wo there iw a uoll of a story ia that quite 
a¢parately = that the second Presiuontial coumlsoloa mac all these loads in tue 
area of its mandate aad did nothing. 

Afte Ayee = with hin oa w» live hovukwp David Jartmann aad Steve lell asked only 
pointed, antayoniatic questions dvuigu.d tu suggest tu listexers that he was a KOB or 
other agent but moe one question about t is morminy's p. 1 atory whew bia book, to which 
they reer, guys ho was assigned to “exice City whem iu the CIA. Great reporting there, teo! 

I"ve ros the owt utorye here is much wromy with it. lf I heave time before the mail 
with what elee I wast to do L'21 adu it, otherwiwe I'du do that later aad veparately. 

‘The Ar did mot gov Lit to dimclude Unis wlury i. itu UW wire from our lucul paper, 
which ygensrally prints all it provises o. this anrbject. 

Not a leuddiny awa item on econd lulf NC's today Shw,. But they are having a 
segment on how you can determine you cat's sanity. Cate belag more duwpurtaat thaw 
goverasat, nowspupers and people in both. 

No mention in the 10 mimutes of sows that followed. It wound up with a repeat on 
tge Ceucorde from lust eveniug's met IV pews. 

Lomnie, wao is about to be easwd out — ways today may be his last ~ will watch for 
wire cosy to the degree he ia able to. 


No time for full amslyais but assuuiny thie ia truthful, why woulu tke CIA destroy 
‘the tape and edit the tramicript if it nad mo LHL coauwction? Why would Kessler not aak? 

Way does he avoid saying that "pi ld pa was wtatoon chief at the tine of tre 
assassination and beyginainy almost imuediutely after the alleged intercept? 

IT recall mo wuch transcript im the Wl'a files. baybe it is still withhld. Why 
does Kessler mot go into this? 1t would strengthen his story because ke would find that 
it is wikhbeld at the CiA's request. Probably with a claim to “mational security" er 
“intelligemce sources" after the fact of these int. rceptions ie wiblic wad my FOIA 
request for them. Long afture 

Caly an drratiosul maa would have phosod the Rusalan Eubaesy ia advamcy with an 
offer like t is whew ke could heve walkod ia, us he did, und thom have made the offer. 
Maybe this uccoumts for the alleged destruction of the tupe. é 

Keaoler anked wy, wives he phonou, Li I thought Duran could have been a CIA apent. 
I said I did mot kmow but that the CIA's eftort to prevent the serious Mexican police 
harrassment of her could bw takew to indfote thie. ‘ud that all ker conuections were left. 
His iuterview adds uuthiny to the public record. What it omite is dishonest- told LHO 
he Was an @h eet the revolution. 

Qnote wi @ho initial wrong aame for LHO 

No meation that the FRI was in om tids in McCy from the first om the assassination 
iteelf. Ite loyal attach» was atationed iu the cane statioa, both i. USBubassy. 

Interesting thu. be quotes Helin in a ielibersts lie whea 1 told hiw im advance that 
this was mot 4elin's area and asked if he kmew whoue it was. Se said Slawsom. I added 
Colemam and he suid yes. So he does not interview or quote either Coleman or Slawsom and 
quote Belin im a deliberate lie. As head of thw Hockefelier Vommiaszion belin saw the C A's 
Mexico City cable wud related commuications. He has since asked tho LIA tor theme I have 
ehat he has. So both ways he knows it ia w lie "that the CLA did mot tell the Warren 
Commisuion of the report from an alleged witmess to « meeting im Mexico City between 
Oswald and Cubes intvlligence ayenty." This is the "D" ot Alvaredo yarte story und is ia 
the comilasion a files as it is in the Cla’s rleawe tu belin, men, aod I'usure others. 

Schweiker algo lied. This was out durimy the lifthe of kis subcommittee, if thn 
alleged coutenty were not. H.stily, 


Spe as } 
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Re arules. of the basic accuracy of this mormimg's roat “esler atory, there iv wich 
wronZ wits 1t, to Kwsler’s prior knowlwdge wrong With it. He did mot imicate it was 
thig story but ecverul wigkt azo ho did phone se on a JFK story, to auk if I kaew a 
name mot in the story. 

The reason for thie postscrist is that this is the second spook leak of what is 
covered by ny longwatanding | aad igmored OLA requesta. The first was the Fost atory 
of 11/14 alleyimy a secret “oover weno, tt is a num—storye “euler told me they are 
not proud of it sow, a statement wot supeorted by hi. today’s story. 

With the surveillusce I have lowg had such aa inclusive requeat with the CIA. 

So loag it ts pawt their claimed lay. They tried to lusp it ia with my inclusive 
requeat. [ rejwated this, r I did mot wamt to wait until whatever tine in the 
distant future they would awit to having completed whatever they ducidel to revibew. 

1 knew of these iaturcepts. When a friend filed an iaadequate request I backstopped 
with un alequate one although I had already imoluces Lt. Because Schweiker alzo laew 
wad didwothing I muie a separate request. I said I waated it faster. 

“4s wlwo imcluded the intercestion ot Oswald's wail, cettain when he wae in the 
USSR. 

While I have ao way of knowius whother thure wag any such conversation I do kaow 
that the thing ia utterly irrational. 

The subject of thy 11/13 leak is aa FMI record. 

Jiu telegraphed Levi 11/15 wud has had wo revponse, Even acknowle\gements 

Barlier in affidavitd and baslaniny 9/16 ani for seve.al days in U.A.75-1996 
we went into this. We hud supervisory FOIA ayxata om the stumd and I testified. They 
have reviewed these files three times aa of them without re: pondiny to ay requesta that 
go back to 496. 1 teutified to thia without wven gro forua cross e@asination. By then 
I had a liat of thee requests mule. 

I have written Kelley, “evi and Shea rwpeatedly about this without response. 

This ix for your FOLA kmowlvdge. +n ao case hus the time of the claimed - and masu- 
factured = backlog not passed with both agenciea aad DJ. 

LW 


